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Ohio’s Working to Connect Buyers and Suppliers
Through Free On-Line Training

COLUMBUS — Millions of dollars worth of contracts are up for grabs, and the state is offering help so
Ohio companies can get in on the action. Four free webinars that highlight the Ohio bioproduct
industry and promote contract opportunities are right around the corner, and now is the time to
register.

“This webinar series will educate Ohio businesses, government and commercial suppliers and buyers
on how Ohio bioproducts can help them meet their contracting goals,” said Daryl Hennessy, interim
state director of the Small Business Development Centers network.

During these upcoming webinars, statewide industry members will provide an introduction to the
bioproducts industry in Ohio. The United States Department of Agriculture defines biobased products
as commercial or industrial products that are composed of biological products.

The company, From the Earth Bioproducts, has launched a new website, www.FromThe Earth-
Bioproducts.com. This website is credited as being the first of its kind in its efforts to assist the
bioproduct industry. Staff members will provide a tour of its free website, which lists Ohio bioproducts
registered with the USDA BioPreferred® Program.

"As the second largest producer of bioproducts in the country, Ohio companies have proven their
flexibility and ingenuity in a constantly evolving industry,” said Tadd Nicholson, executive director of
the Ohio Corn & Wheat Growers Association. “These companies are great partners to Ohio farmers
and continue to be a source of new markets and innovations."

The Ohio Development Services Agency and the Ohio Small Business Development Centers
network, in partnership with Check Ohio First and From the Earth Bioproducts are conducting the
webinars. Information on each webinar, as well as registration information, can be found at
www.CheckOhioFirst.com in the Featured Upcoming Events section.

Webinar Dates and Times:

April 18, 2013, 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. Doing Business with Bioproducts in Ohio
April 25, 2013, 10:30 — 11:30 a.m. Winning Contracts with Bio-Based Products and Components
May 9, 2013, 10:30 — 11:30 a.m. Doing Bio-Based Business with State Buyers

May 16, 2013, 10:30 — 11:30 a.m. Doing Bio-Based Business with Federal Buyers

The Office of Business Assistance leads the state’s efforts to create, grow and develop small businesses
resulting in job creation and a strengthened Ohio economy. The office also provides customized services to
increase exports from Ohio companies. The office oversees a variety of service programs including
Procurement Technical Assistance Centers, the state Small Business Development Centers network, the
International Trade Assistance Centers and more.

The Ohio Development Services Agency works with partners across business, government, academia and
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the nonprofit sector to build strong communities that support job creation. Development provides financial,
informational and technical assistance to those making an investment in Ohio, ensuring a vibrant economic
future for all Ohioans. Visit www.development.ohio.gov. Also, follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/OhioDevelopment and Twitter www.twitter.com/OhioDevelopment.
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