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reuse of both a brownfield and historic building site.

Best Downtown Success Story
Winner: The City of Piqua

Project: The Fort Piqua Hotel Project

It’s hard to visit Piqua without noticing its
new library. At four stories high, the library
is among one of the tallest buildings in
town.

But is it really accurate to call it the new
library? The coffee shop inside is certainly
new. And the books—all 110,000 of them—
haven’t been here that long. Yet the
building has stood here for more than a
century. How can something so old be
called new?

With the help of the Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund, the City of Piqua transformed the
Fort Piqua Hotel, a vacant building with asbestos and lead paint contaminating its

interior, into the newly refurbished Fort Piqua Plaza - a gorgeous, lively place in the core

of the City’s downtown. This swift, dramatic transformation has earned the City of Piqua

a 2009 Clean Ohio Impact Award for Best Downtown Success Story. The award

recognizes a grantee for the most significant, unique, or visually dramatic change

brought to a core urban area, whether in a small town or major city, as a result of a

Clean Ohio Revitalization or Assistance Fund project.



The Fort Pigua Hotel was built in 1891 at a cost of $125,000. Since then, the hotel has
been the home to numerous businesses that have come and gone. Throughout the late
19" and early 20" centuries, the hotel has been a hotbed of political activity. During the
1912 presidential election, candidates William Taft, Theodore Roosevelt, and Eugene
Debs spoke from the grand balcony over the hotel entrance, drawing spectators from all
over Western Ohio and Eastern Indiana. During the Women’s Suffrage Movement,
“Women for Warren Harding” held a rally in the hotel to promote the newly acquired
constitutional right to vote. In 1947, in the midst of the National Civil Rights Movement,
a lunch counter sit-in demonstration here resulted in an end to segregated restaurants
in the City. Without the support of the Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund, this rich and
important history might well have died with the building that housed it.

In completing this project, the City of Piqua not only earned a new building, but a new
heart in its downtown.



