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Frequently Asked Questions:

Q1. What information is covered in the database?
Q2. What information is included for each tax incentive?
Q3. For what period of time is information reported?
Q4. Are there tax incentive awards for which information is not reported?
Q5. What is the source of the data in the Tax Incentives Reporting Web site?
Q6. Why might a job created, job retained or job maintained field be “0.00”?
Q7. Why does this data start at calendar year 2008? 

Q8. How can I copy or save my search results?
Q9. How can I search by zip code?
Q10. I am looking for some information that this Web site does not cover.  Why is the information not included?
Q11. Why does this database not contain information about the Ohio  Manufacturing Machinery & Equipment Investment Tax Credit? 

Q12. Why does this database not contain information about the Enterprise Zone or Community Reinvestment Area programs? 

Q13. Who should I contact if I have further questions?
Q1.     What information is covered in the database?

The database reports on tax incentives approved by the Ohio Department of Development. Tax incentives refer generally to awards that have the effect of reducing the recipient’s tax burden as an incentive for certain performance that enhances the climate for business or community development in Ohio.  Recipients of tax incentives agree to certain performance obligations as a condition of the incentive. 
Q2.     What information is included for each tax incentive?

The database reports the following information, as applicable, for each tax incentive:

Recipient Name: Name of the individual or entity for which a tax incentive is approved.

Incentive Type:: The tax incentive program managed by the Ohio Department of Development.  
Credit Year: The credit year is the year in which the award of the tax credit is approved.  Tax credits may actually be issued in one or more subsequent years based on actual performance by the recipient of the tax credit conditions. 
Tax Credit Amount: The tax credit amount is generally an estimate of the aggregate value of the tax credit to the recipient.  In some tax incentive programs, the dollar value of the tax credit is limited to an amount that cannot exceed the estimate at the time the award is approved.  In other programs, the tax credit is not limited to the estimate, but is based on actual performance by the recipient.
County: The county in which the project supported by Development’s tax incentives is located.  The project county may or may not be the same as the recipient’s business address for administrative purposes. 

Q3.     For what period of time is information reported?

The database contains information about tax incentives beginning in calendar year 2008 (January 1, 2008). 

The database is updated periodically with new information as tax incentives are approved on a program–by-program basis.  
Q4.     Are there tax incentive awards for which information is not reported?

Ohio law requires Development to report information about tax incentives as they are approved by the Ohio Department of Development.

At any given time, Development has outstanding commitments for tax incentives at various stages of the acceptance or contracting process. Commitments that have not yet been accepted or have not completed the formal approval and contracting process will not yet appear in the database.

Q5.     What is the source of the data in the Tax Incentives Reporting Web site?

The data for the Tax Incentives Web site comes from the Ohio Department of Development’s internal files and data management systems.  As tax incentives are approved from the various tax incentives programs, program staff update the information in the online database. 

Tax incentive programs vary significantly in their specific objectives, approval processes, and information requirements.  Such variables make unified reporting in a user-friendly database difficult.  Users of this Web site are asked to review the objectives and requirements of each program to understand the reporting nuances reflected in the reported data.  
Q6.     Why might a job created, job retained or job maintained field be “0.00”?

Jobs created, retained or maintained is a performance measure for the Job Creation Tax Credit program and the Job Retention Tax Credit program.  Other tax incentive programs have different eligibility and performance measures.  For example, the Historic Preservation Tax Credit program measures completion of historic rehabilitation projects according to historic preservation standards and budgets for qualified rehabilitation expenditures.  In most cases, “0.00” in a jobs field means either that the metric does not apply to the particular tax incentive program or the award is too recent for performance reporting to have begun. 
Q7.     Why does this data start at calendar year 2008? 

Development reports Grant & Loan information on a companion website at http://development.ohio.gov/hb420 beginning with state fiscal year 2008 (July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008).  Tax incentive information is generally collected and reported by Development on a calendar year basis.  Therefore, Development chose calendar year 2008 so that the tax incentive data are reported for a similar timeframe as the Grant & Loan data.  Development is providing the 2008 and 2009 tax incentive data to assist users even though reporting for 2008 and 2009 is not required.
Q8.     How can I copy or save my search results?

Users can print and/or save search results. After completing a search, click the “Download Report” button. Print and save functions are accessed from the report page.

To print, click the printer icon at the far right of the bar running across the top of the search results on the report page. Search results can be saved in Excel® or .PDF format. To save a copy of the search results, use the drop down menu next to “Export” to select Excel or .PDF. Then click “Export.”

Note:  Files printed or saved will include the Ohio Department of Development header “Information is current as of. . . .” The “as of” information is the date and time at which the database was most recently updated before the report was generated.  Tax incentive data will be updated at different times for different tax incentive programs.  The “as of” date represents the date at which the last tax incentive record was added to the database from any tax incentive program.    
Q9.     How can I search by zip code?

Input the desired zip code into the zip code field and apply any other relevant search parameters. 

NOTE: Zip codes are part of the recipients’ mailing addresses. Zip codes do not necessarily indicate the location of the project for which the grant or loan was awarded.
Q10. I am looking for some information that this Web site does not cover.  Why is the information not included?

The Tax Incentive Reporting Web site is designed to report basic information about tax incentives awarded by the Ohio Department of Development. Using the Web site, the public can identify recipients of tax incentives, the estimated value of tax credit awarded, the total investment amount to date for the Job Creation Tax Credit and Job Retention Tax Credit programs, and some other program specific information.  

Q11. Why does this database not contain information about the Ohio Manufacturing Machinery & Equipment Investment Tax Credit? 
The Machinery & Equipment (M&E) tax credit is no longer available to businesses.  When the M&E tax incentive was available, the program required businesses to claim the credit in installments over a period of 7 years.  Therefore, some businesses may still be claiming M&E credits based on investments made while the program was still in effect. Also, the Ohio Department of Development did not award the M&E tax credit to businesses.  Businesses could claim the credit if they made qualifying investments.  Prior to September 30, 2005, businesses were required to report their use of the program by filing a “Notice of Intent” with Development.  Development reported that information periodically to the Ohio Department of Taxation.  Development also supported for the program by providing information about distress areas in which the credit was allowed at a higher percentage.
Q12. Why does this database not contain information about the Enterprise Zone or Community Reinvestment Area programs? 

The Enterprise Zone and Community Reinvestment Area tax credits are not tax incentives awarded by the Department of Development.  The tax incentives authorized by those programs are awarded and managed by units of local government – counties, cities and townships.

Q13. Who should I contact if I have further questions?

If you have further questions, e-mail the Department here. Someone will respond to you by return e-mail. You may also call us at 614-466-2609.  
Specific information about tax incentives programs administered by the Ohio Department of Development may be found on the following pages of this FAQ document or on our website at: http://development.ohio.gov/Business/Tax_Credit.htm 
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